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of course sounded somewhat weak in a concert-room ; and we think 
it would have been better had the four-handed arrangements been 
substituted. The solos and choruses were on the whole well 
executed, and the trio, "The hawthorn in the glade," created quite 
an enthusiastic demonstration of applause. A miscellaneous selec- 
tion was afterwards given, the principal features in which were 
Mr. Westbrook's two compositions, " Sleep, baby, sleep," a trio, 
admirably sung by Misses Whittaker, L. Stainburn, and R. Smith ; 
and the " Summer song," most effectively given by Miss Whittaker, 
and delicately accompanied by the composer. At the next concert, 
we believe, Weber's Mass in G will be performed. 

The Islington Vocal Union gave its third and last 

Concert of the season, at Myddelton Hall, on the 26th ult., when a 
very excellent programme was provided, well calculated to display 
the powers of the choir, and to please a classical, as well as a 
mixed, audience. The instrumentalists were Miss Fanny Hemming 
(pianoforte) and Herr Jacoby (violin). 

On Monday evening, the 18th ult., the West 

Central Choral Society gave a Concert in the Concert Hall, Store- 
street. The work chosen for performance was Haydn's Creation, 
with full orchestral accompaniments. The principal vocalists 
were Miss E. Robertson, Mr. H, Fitzgerald, and Mr. J. Beale. Mr. 
Constantine conducted. 

The St. Cecilia Choral Society gave its first 

Concert on the 4th ult, at St. Martin's Hall, which was well 
attended. Great praise is due to the members of this Society, which 
has only been established a few months, for the very effective 
manner in which the whole of the choral music was rendered — more 
especially the Chorus from Mendelssohn's Atlialie as also an un- 
accompanied Hymn, " Ave Maria," by Arcadelt. The second part 
of the programme was devoted to a selection from a new pastoral 
Cantata entitled " The Harvest Queen," composed by Mr. C. J. 
Hargitt, the energetic conductor of this Society, which was exceed- 
ingly well received. A Quartett, by Ascher, for four performers on 
two Pianofortes, was played with great precision by Messrs. Ascher, 
Francesco Berger, Schloesser, and C. J. Hargitt. The principal 
vocalists were Miss Banks, Miss E. Mascall, Madame E. Behrens, 
Messrs. Lewis Thomas, Wilbye Cooper, Weiss, and Signor Ferranti. 
Organist and aceompanyist, Mr. W. H. Adams ; Harp, Mr. 
Aptommas. The success of the Concert must mainly be attributed 
to Mr. T. Cull, the indefatigable Secretary of the Society. 

As we purpose in' our next number devoting some 

space to a notice of the several Church Choral Festivals which have 
recently taken place, we merely announce that during the past 
month such performances have been given on a most extensive 
scale at Salisbury, Taunton, Canterbury, Winchester, Bolton, 
Aylesbury, Oldham, «fcc. So important a movement towards the 
improvement of Church Choirs deserves to be encouraged by all 
who have at heart the desire to promote an universal love for 
sacred music. 

We have much pleasure in conscientiously recom 

mending "A Little Book about Learning the Pianoforte," by 
Emanuel Aguilar, lately published by Groombridge and Sons. In 
addition to the very able remarks of the author — himself an 
experienced teacher— many quotations are given from the works 
of the most eminent performers on the instrument, which 
cannot be too much taken to heart by all students, whether profes- 
sional or amateur. 

"VVe have lately inspected some of the best 

specimens of Evans's Harmoniums, and can bear testimony to the 
great value of the improvements in the instrument which have 
been recently effected. The tone more resembles the organ than 
any we have yet heard ; and the touch is well regulated, and answers 
readily to the finger. A most important addition has lately been 
successfully applied, by means of which a "Pedal Bass "can be 
played, whilst the hands are left perfectly free to fill in other 
harmonies. This is effected by an octave of 8 feet and an octave of 
16 feet notes, contained in a wind-chest attached to the front of the 
Harmonium, and acted upon by a slight pressure of the knees, 
leaving the feet at liberty to supply the wind in the usual manner. 
The use of this invention may be acquired in three or four hours' 
practice ; and it is a great advantage that it can be attached to the 
instrument and removed without the slightest difficulty in a few 
moments. 
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only a sufficient quantity of the rest of the paper is printed to supply 
the current sale. 

Guido. — The Hymn is free from positive grammatical errors; and shown 
a musical feeling which should be diligently cultivated. It is a 
grave mistake, however, to use only the harmonies of A major and F 
major for eight successive closes. 

James Pratt. — The Dualaccent in the lefthandin the passages mentioned 
is not interfered with by the emphasis given by the right hand. Were 
a corresponding emphasis intended in the left hand it would be ex- 
pressly marked. In the Overture to Dinorah a bell on the high 
F sharp is used. 



Brief Sumtnarg of Country firius* 

We do not hold ourselves responsible for any opinions expressed in this 
Summary ; asaUthe notices are either collated from the heal papers, or 
supplied to us by occasional correspondents. 

Ashford. — The second Concert of the Ashford 

Choral Society took place on the 30th May, when a marked im- 
provement in the chorus singing was perceptible throughout the 
evening. In the first part, which consisted entirely of sacred 
music, Miss Edmonds particularly distinguished herself ; and many 
of the amateurs displayed much promise of future excellence. 
The choruses, especially " Worthy is the Lamb " in the first part, 
and Weber's Gipsy Chorus, in the second, were given with com- 
mendable precision; and the concert reflected the utmost credit 
upon the Society and upon their able preceptor, Mr. Legge. 

Burslem. — Under the title of the "Festival of 

Flowers and Song," Mr. J. W. Powell has annually given an enter- 
tainment in the shape of a Concert by his Tonic Sol-fa Choirs, and 
a display of the flowers of spring. This year, in consequence of 
the inclemency of the season, it did not take place until the 5th ult., 
a month later than the usual time. The front of the orchestra was 
very tastefully decorated with flowers, and the elementary classes 
of Mr. Powell (Burslem) and Mr. D. Heath (Tunstall) forming a 
choir of nearly one hundred voices, united to celebrate the close of 
their first course of lessons in singing on the Tonic Sol-fa method. 
The programme was made up of part-songs and choruses by the 
advanced choir, and several songs and duets. Amongst the soli the 
most prominent were the Prayer from Naaman, by Miss Emery, 
"Jenny of the Mill," by Miss Pass (encored), and Mr. Wood's 
"White squall " (also encored). The choral music was exceedingly 
well executed, and the concert afforded the utmost satisfaction. 
Mr. Thomas Hulme was the organist, Mr. R. T. Boughton presided 
at the pianoforte, and Mr. Powell conducted the concert. 

Buxton. — On Tuesday evening, 22nd May, the 

members of the Choral Society gave another of their pleasing 
Concerts, conducted by Mr. R. R. Hopper, in the Ball Room. The 
first part of the programme consisted of sacred, and the second of 
secular music. Amongst the solos deserving especial mention were 
" He was despised," sung by Miss Deakin ; " If with all your 
hearts," sung by Mr. Inkersall; "The death of Nelson," also by 
Mr. Inkersall ; " The Bridge," by Miss Deakin; "Largo al facto- 
tum," by the Rev, W. Robertson ;" " The Horn of Chase," by Mr. 
Inkersall, and an Irish comic song which he gave on being encored. 
The choruses, though affording room for improvement, showed that 
considerable care had been bestowed on them by both conductor 
and members, and they were all well received by an audience 
capable of appreciating their merits. The Misses Bates, in the 
pianoforte duets and accompaniments, played with precision and 
taste, and contributed considerably to the success of the concert. 

Consett. — The new Town Hall was opened on 

Thursday, the 7th ult., by a concert, ball, and tea-party. The com- 
pany did not muster very numerously for tea in the afternoon, but 
the attendance at the concert in the evening was very large and 
fashionable. The principal performers were Miss Jenny Thompson, 
and Messrs. Price, David Lambert, and Siddell. Mr. Pothecary 
presided at the pianoforte. The ball commenced immediately after 
the concert, and was well attended. 

Davenham. — A concert in aid of the funds of the 

village Reading-Room took place on the 7th ult Mr. Fleming West, 
R.A. gave his valuable services gratuitously, and played some of 
the "Lieder ohne Worte," and a fantasia of his own. Mr. Henry 
Jukes, organist of Witton, distinguished himself in a difficult 
performance on the Alt-horn, assisted by Mrs. Jukes at the piano, 
and Mr. John Lofthouse on the violin ; a solo by this gentleman 
was also very much admired. The choir, under the skilful training 
of Mr. T. Groom, organist of Davenham, has lately made consider- 
able progress, and sang several choruses both in the sacred and 
secular parts with considerable precision. The more delicate shades 
of expression were, however, conspicuously absent. The Rev. F. R. 
Bryans sang " For behold darkness ; " and a secular song by 
him, later in the programme, was warmly encored. The Rev. 
Fielding F. Ould conducted. The concert was under very distin- 
guished patronage, and was attended by all the neighbouring 
■gentry ; the pecuniary result was highly favourable. 

Dublin. — A Literary and Musical Re -union, under 

the auspices of the St. Mary's Young Men's Christian Association, 
was held on Tuesday evening, the 5th ult., in the Metropolitan 
Hall. The musical portion of the programme was under the direc- 
tion of Mr. G. E. Nixon, the songs, duets, part-songs, Ac, being 
admirably rendered. The choruses, "The March of the Men of 
Harlech " and " All among the barley," and the songs, " The Horn 
of Chase " and " Keep me in your memory," were exceedingly well 
received by the audience. Several instrumental solos were also 
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included in the programme. Master Walker gave a selection of 
Irish airs and variations on the concertina with considerable effect. 
Mr. E. J. Wilton performed a fantasia on the pianoforte, and Mr. J. 
S. Borne a solo on the violin. 

Dumfries. — On the evening of Thursday, the 21st 

ult., a grand open-air Musical Entertainment was given by the 
Domfries and Maxwelltown Choral Society, in the grounds of the 
Crichton Royal Institotion. The programme consisted of songs, 
part-songs, glees, choroses, <fcc, all of which were performed in a 
most satisfactory manner. Miss Lloyd sang " The Auld Scotch 
Sangs " with considerable feeling, and was deservedly encored. 
Miss Barbara McEwen sang in a very effective style " Thou bonnie 
wood o' Craigielea," and on being encored, gave with equal success 
" O steer my bark to Erin's Isle." Between the parts, the Crichton 
Band, led by Mr. Bruce, played some excellent Quadrilles, *fcc. 

Erith. — Mr. Newington gave a Concert on the 

29th of May, at the Town Hall. The programme consisted chiefly of 
selections from the Messiah and Elijah. The Choral Society was 
assisted by the following vocalists: — Mr. Newington, sen., Mr. 
M. H. W. Sherwin, and Mr. L. S. Palmer. The instrumentalists 
were Mr. Whomes, Mr. Carpenter, and Mr. Sherwin. 

Geelong. — A most successful performance of the 

Messiah was recently given here by the " Geelong Choral Society," 
assisted by several professional gentlemen and amateurs outside 
the Society. The large Hall of the Mechanics' Institute was crowded 
to excess. The soloists were Mrs. Fox (from Melbourne), Soprano ; 
Misses Holland and Davidson, Contralto ; Mr. E. Down, Tenor; and 
Mr. Hinchcliffe and Mr. S. Moxon, Basses. Conductor, Mr. J. 
Erson. Amongst the Band were Mr. Gabb, Mr. J. Hobday, Mr. 
Walker, and several members of the Volunteer Artillery Band. 

Hereford. — A performance of Handel's setting of 

Milton's poems, " L' Allegro " and " II Pensieroso," with " II Mode- 
rato," which is usually appended to them, took place at the concert 
of the Hereford Choral Society on the 20th ult. The execution of 
these works was exceedingly good, and reflected the utmost credit 
upon Mr. Townshend Smith and his well-trained orchestra. The 
Misses E. and L. Broad were highly successful in their respective 
solos ; and so enthusiastic was the audience that the rule forbidding 
applause was broken through on two or three occasions. The singing 
of the Rev. W. Duncombe, Messrs. Lamb, Turner, and the Rev. J. 
Goss was also entitled to the utmost praise, and the choruses were 
steadily and carefully given throughout. Mr. Townshend Smith 
conducted the performance with his usual skill aud judgment. 

Ipswich. — A new Organ, built by Mr. Henry 

Joues, of Brompton, for the Tacket-street Chapel, was opened on 
Wednesday, the 13th ult. Mr. F. Fearnside presided at the instru- 
ment, and performed, amongst other pieces, the Pastoral Symphony, 
from the Messiah; " Worthy is the Lamb ;" " Quis est Homo," from 
Rossini's Stabat Mater, &c. The choir sang several anthems, 
including " As pants the hart " (Spohr), " Lord, what love have I ?" 
(Kent). &c. The Organ has two rows of keys and nineteen stops. 

Leyland. — The Parish Church Choir gave its 

annual Concert on Wednesday evening, the 23rd of May, in the 
National School Room, which was tastefully decorated for the 
occasion. The glees, songs, <fcc, were fully appreciated by a large 
and fashionable aodience. The concert was given under the 
patronage of the Rev. T. R. Baldwin, M.A., Vicar of Leyland, who 
was, however, too onwell to be present. Many of the part-songs 
and solos were encored; amongst others, "The Tickling Trio," 
" May-day," " Kitty Tyrrell," <fec. 

Melbourne, Australia. — On the 17th of April 

the Melbourne Philharmonic Society gave an " extra " Concert, 
consisting of Romberg's Lay of the Bell, Weber's Overture to 
Euryanthe, Mendelssohn's Wedding March, and a miscellaneous 
selection. The attendance was very good ; and the Concert as a 
musical success was all that could be desired. The principal per- 
formers were Mrs. Perraton, Miss Ivey (debutantes), and Messrs. 
Exon, Labertouche, and Angus. Signor Cutolo, in the selection, 
played Beethoven's Moonlight Sonata, with great taste and ex- 
pression. Mr. G. R. G. Pringle was the conductor. On the 18th 

an excellent Concert was given in the Town Hall, Prahron, for the 
benefit of the Building Fund of the New Presbyterian Church. 
South Yarra. Mr. Charles Edward Horsley, Mr. Coleman Jacobs. 
Mr. Schott, and Herr Leide gave their professional services, and 
some excellent part-songs were sung by the Melbourne " Orpheus 
Union," a Society which has firmly established itself as an institu- 
tion of the Metropolis, and of which Mr. Horsley is the conductor. 

For the forthcoming Inter-Colonial Exhibition of Fine Arts, 

in Melbourne, Mr. Charles Edward Horsley is commissioned to 
write a Grand March and Ode. 

Oldham.— The first Choral Festival of the Church 

Choirs of Oldham took place on Saturday, 17th ult., in Christ 
Church. The choirs, numbering about ninety, walked in procession 
from the school to church, and sang the processional hymn, 
" Word of God above," from Hymns Ancient and Modern, as they 
entered the church. The service was intoned by the incumbent, the 
Rev. James Bumstead, the psalms were sung to chants by J. Turle 
and H. Lawes, and the anthem was " With Angels and Archangels," 
by Dr. Pring; Magnificat and Nunc dimtttis in A, by Dr. Arnold. 
The sermon was preached by the Rev. Canon Anson, after which 
the " Hallelujah Chorus " from the Messiah was sung, Mr. Thos. 
Wilkinson presided at the Organ, to whom great praise is due for 
the whole arrangements of the music, and the conducting of the 
festival throughout. The church was crowded in every part, and 



the collections, amounting to £18, after paying expenses, will go 
towards enlarging the organ. 

Otago, New Zealand. — A very good performance 

of the Messiah has been lately given by the Dunedin Philharmonic 
Society, with the assistance of Mrs. Mumford and Mrs. Mitchell. 
An apology was made for the latter lady, who was suffering from 
indisposition ; but she was nevertheless extremely effective in " I 
know that my Redeemer liveth." Mrs. Mumford's best solo was 
undoubtedly " He was despised," which she gave with much 
genuine feeling. Of the other solos the bass one, "Why do the 
nations," and the tenor, " Comfort ye my people," and " Every 
valley," were the most noticeable. The choruses were remarkably 
well sung, especially the "Hallelujah," and "Worthy is the Lamb.'* 
Mr. Sykes rendered the accompaniments as well as his instrument, 
the harmonium, would permit; and Mr. G. R. West was a most 

painstaking conductor. A complimentary Concert has been given 

to Mrs. Mumford by the members of the Dunedin Philharmonic 
Society, assisted by the Glee and Madrigal Society, Mrs. Mitchell, 
and several musical friends, when a very attractive programme, 
principally of vocal music, was provided. 

Reading. — At the Annual Meeting of the Philhar- 
monic Society, Mr. J. H. Burton was presented with a beautiful 
Parisian clock, and two very handsome gold candlesticks, in 
acknowledgment of his services as accompanyist. As a proof, too, 
of the estimation in which he was held, we may mention that the 
cost of this testimonial was not defrayed from the funds of the 
Society, but by a voluntary subscription from the members. 

Southsea. — A vocal and instrumental concert was 

given on Thursday, 14th ult, at the Portland Hall, in aid of the 
funds of St. Paul's schools. The vocalists engaged were Miss Ida 
Thorne, of Cranborne, and Messrs. Heywood, Taylor, Westmoreland, 
and Kenningham, lay vicars of Salisbury Cathedral. Miss Amy 
Weddle, of Southsea, was engaged as solo pianist, and Mr. Sidney 
Lake, of Ryde, Isle of Wight, as accompanyist. The promoters of 
the concert were also fortunate in obtaining the services of the 
string band of the Royal Marine Artillery, under the conductor ship 
of Mr. Smith. Many pieces both vocal and instrumental were 
encored. 

Stratford. — The Misses Stocker gave a Soiree 

Musicale in the Barking-road School Room, on Friday evening, 
25th May. The programme consisted of a careful selection of 
classical music, and the performance gave great satisfaction. Miss 
Lizzie Wilson was specially engaged for the occasion, and sang 
with her usual good taste and brilliant execution. 

Sydney. — The Lyster Opera Company commenced 

a season on Easter Monday at the Prince of Wales Opera House. 
Madame Lucy Escott still maintains her position as prima donna ; 
and the principal members of the company have thoroughly es- 
tablished themselves in the good opinion of the audience. The 
orchestra and chorus, under the direction of Mr. G. Loder, are 
irreproachable ; and the director, Mr. W. S. Lyster, is now adding 
UAfricaine to his already long list of operas, this work being in 
active rehearsal. 

Uxbridge. — On Wednesday evening, the 6th ult., 

the members of the New Philharmonic Society presented a testi- 
monial, consisting of a handsome silver inkstand, to Mr, Birch, 
their conductor. 

Wilton. — The Second Annual Festival of the 

Frodsham Deanery Choral Association was held in the Parish 
Church on Tuesday, the 5th ult, on which occasion the Church 
was elaborately decorated. The Choir numbered about 403 voices, 
from various Church Choirs in the Deanery. The festival was a 
complete success in every particular. The singers kept well 
together throughout, and the whole performance was steady and of 
a thoroughly devotional character. The Rev. G. Willett, of Little 
Leigh, intoned the prayers ; Tallis's responses were sung; and the 
anthem was by the Rev. Sir F. A. Gore Ouseley, " I know that the 
Lord is great." The hymns were both taken from the collection 
Hymns Ancient and Modern, the " Trinity Hymn," being particularly 
admired. The Choirmaster, Mr. John Towers, to whose exertions 
the success of the Association generally is due, presided at the 
Organ. A large number of the clergy and gentry of the neigh- 
bourhood were present, the Church being well filled. There was 
also a collection for the benefit of the Association, by which a con- 
siderable sum was realized. 

Worcester. — The " Vigornian Minstrels," a band 

of amateur performers resident in the city, gave a grand vocal and 
instrumental Concert at the Music Hall on Tuesday, the 19th ult., 
in aid of the funds of the City and County Orphan Asylum. The 
Hall was crowded by a very fashionable audience, who were much 
delighted with the performances, which were of the first order. By 
the kindness of Sir E. Lechmere, Bart, M.P., the inmates of the 
Asylum were present at the Concert, he having purchased tickets 
for them. — — 

Organ Appointments. — Mr. K. H. Parkerson to 

St Mark's, Victoria Park. Mr. W. A. Reeves to St. Mary- 

le-Port, Bristol. Master Walter Fitton to Kirkburton Parish 

Church. Mr. C. D. Mortimer to All Saint's Parish Church, 

Leighton Buzzard, Bedfordshire. Mr. William Lamb to the 

Parish Church, Acton. Joseph Thomas Cooper, F.R.A.S., to 

Christ Church, Newgate Street, London. Mr. Robert Fieldwick 

to St. John's Church, Putney. Mr. Charles Greenwell to the 

Pariah Church, North Shields. 

Mr. H. Allman is appointed Lay Clerk at New 

College, Oxford. 



